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tisement   I am a business man and I understand competition
but this sort of .    ."

" Wait a minute," interrupted Captain Trouble, and aimed
a shot into the mangrove thicket. " There, I think that's one
less of them."

" He died for his faith," whispered Bondy dreamily. " You
have forcibly restrained him from devouring me. He fell for
the national ideal of cannibalism. In Europe people have been
devouring each other from time immemorial out of idealism.
You are a decent man, Captain, but it's quite possible that
you'd devour me on behalf of any fundamental principle of
navigation. I've lost confidence even in you."

" You're quite right," the Captain grumbled " When I
look at you, I feel that I'm . "

" a violent anti-Semite. I know. That doesn't matter,
I had myself baptized But do you know, Captain, what's gat
hold of those black idiots? The night before last they fished
out of the sea a Japanese atomic torpedo. They've set it up
over there under the coco-nut palms, and now they are bowing
down before it. Now they have a God of their own. That's
why they must devour us."

War-cnes sounded from the mangrove thicket.

" Do you hear them?" muttered the Captain. " On my
soul, I'd rather . . go through the geometry examination all
over again . ."

" Listen," Bondy whispered. " Couldn't we go over to their
religion? As far as I'm concerned . . "

At that moment a gun boomed out from the Papeete

The Captain uttered a low cry of joy